THE   MONASTERIES

entertained when he fled to Urga for fear of an attack
by the British.

The monastery has many streets of tents and small
houses and always presents an animated scene, with
red- or yellow-robed lamas constantly passing to and
fro in pursuit of their daily duties.

The Choizi Lama Chure is noted for the fact that the
gilt body of the last Bogdo Gegen is enthroned in its
temple. The Eogdo sits in a glass cabinet decorated
with gold mouldings, with his eyes open and a fixed
smile on his face. In front of the cabinet there are
valuable religious objects and censers, in which incense
is burned day and night.

The Choizi Lama Chure also contains Mongolia's
most beautiful objects of art. Its southern wall is
inlaid with thousands of coloured tiles, while the other
walls are built in brick and wood blocks covered with
pure gold and decorated with tens of thousands of
pictures and enamelled designs. The lower part of
the roof frame bears countless beautiful statuettes
made in pure gold. In front of the entrance stand
two screens decorated with wonderful friezes repre-
senting mythological scenes,

A little further away from the entrance lies the
**sick man's stone/' a large slab of stone with prayer-
mills on one side and praying boards on the other.
When a believer's life was despaired of, he was brought
to the monastery, laid on this stone and covered with
a sheet. "While the sick man was fighting for his life